Safeguarding - Frequently asked questions
Premises/Health and Safety
	Questions by Senior Leaders
	Answer

	1. Do I need to install a 2 metres high fence around the school perimeter to meet current safeguarding 
standards? 
	For many schools, particularly smaller primary schools the answer is no. However you do need to consider how you stop persons entering the grounds unauthorised during and after school hours and at the same time ensure pupils and students don’t wander off the premises unobserved? Take particular care to ensure fencing around free play areas is of sufficient height e.g. at least 1.4metres high reducing snatching risks. Fencing should not present an unacceptable risk (e.g. sharp edges) to children.  Carry out a risk assessment which covers risks to pupils and staff from visitors and  pupils  and students leaving site without permission. 

	2. Where do I get advice on issues around improving school perimeters including types of fencing and gates, gaps in hedging, proximity to roads etc?
	From the Health and Safety Risk Management Service, Jacobs and Property Services. See CYPS Health & Safety Policy and Guidance Handbook (copy sent to all schools) or via the cypsinfo website where the Handbook can be found. 

	3. How much supervision do I need to ensure safety of pupils during break/lunchtimes? 
	It depends on the number of pupils/students, blackspots around the site, ability for pupils to easily see supervisers, identify visitors and any additional supervision for pupils/students with special needs or are known runners. Supervisers should be assigned zones where they can see all pupils within their zone. They should be encouraged to wear high viz vests and carry radios where appropriate.

	4. We have all heard about young children leaving site without permission and not being missed. How do we address this issue?
	Ensure you have robust procedures for handover at beginning and end of day and for after school clubs. Have checks for children returning to class after breaks or during lunchtimes and after visiting the toilets. In reception free flow play areas have to be supervised so that all staff know who is in and out of the classroom at all times.  Ensure that pupils cannot easily leave via the main entrance unobserved. 

	5. What do we do about trespassers coming on to our site at the weekend and creating hazards for children e.g. broken bottles, starting fires
	See answer 1. Ensure that all gates are locked and all refuse bins kept away from walls to reduce ability to get on roof. Consider weak points including down pipes which may need to be boxed off. Ensure roof lights are not damaged thus creating a risk for trespassing children on the roof. Keep the police and property services informed about all incidents and ensure broken bottles and debris is cleaned up before start of school day. 

	6. How do we know play equipment is safe to use?
	Carry out regular visual checks and put equipment out of use until repairs are carried out. Have a contract for inspection of indoor and outdoor play equipment with a competent contractor e.g. Continental. Do not allow staff to add any items to or amend play equipment.  

	7. When do we need to do to ensure access and egress is safe and playgrounds /fields suitable for play? 
	All schools should have a winter plan including detailed procedures and a risk assessment for dealing with ice and snow. 

Clearing of routes should be done on a prioritised basis.   

	8. How do we protect pupils, students, staff, visitors and others from the risk of fire? 
	Ensure your Fire (PAS79) Risk Assessment is reviewed every year and regular checks are made on fire alarms and fire fighting equipment. Regular (termly health & safety inspections) should identify fire risks and drills will determine possible issues especially difficulties with evacuation. Discuss with your Hands adviser.

	9. Can I shut the car park to avoid impact risks due to inconsiderate driving by parents/visitors? 
	In some cases where car park on site is small that is an option. However, please seek advice from health & safety risk management and Highways before taking that decision. Shutting the car park might lead to even higher risks on the road outside school.  

	10.  What emergency planning do I need to carry out?
	Your school emergency plan should include all foreseeable risks from fire, flooding, loss of heating and or power, intruder on site 
Major asbestos incident or communicable disease affecting large numbers of pupils and staff for example. It is important to have a back up plan for use of a nearby building if the school needs to be closed at short notice. 

	Questions by Governors
	Answer

	1. What is required to ensure contractors on site don’t create safeguarding risks?
	There should be a robust signing in process including completion of Authorisation to Work on Site (ATWS) and Completion of Work on Site (COW) Forms. As with visitors badges can assist staff and pupils recognise them. 

There should be a process of monitoring contractors including use or not of toilets and other welfare facilities. The County Council through its framework contract ensures their contractors 

Have robust safeguarding policies.    

	2. Can we organise our own building or refurbishment? 
	 Schools can use the County Council’s partners Jacobs and their contractors or use their own designers and building contractors. If you decide to manage your own projects please ensure that they meet the requirements of the Construction Design Management (CDM) Regulations. Further information can be found in the CYPS Health & Safety Policy and Guidance Handbook.  


